
Understanding the Kingdom of God 

 

     How does something so small and unheard of shut many things down?  COVID 19 has put us in a national 

pandemic.  It seems that each and every day we hear something new and we may ask ourselves many questions, 

yet one in particular comes to mind today for me: How did something so small become something so largely 

harmful and hurtful? 

 

     In my many years of adult life I have tried to bake bread.  For many years, it was not fruitful.  My husband 

bought me a bread maker and it worked, kind-of.  I was told when my bread wouldn’t rise, I must have “killed 

the yeast.”  Not sure if that is what happened, yet when it started to work and I actually had bread rise and 

become bread, I was thrilled.  I thanked God for this wonderful yeast that allowed this tasty bread.   

  

     In the Gospel of Matthew Jesus Christ is teaching his disciples and everyone that would hear and many times 

he did so with parables.  Sometimes they were allegories (symbolic work or symbolic expression of deeper 

meaning) or a parable (moral or religious story) in which either case it could be at the time two different things 

cast alongside of each other.  He is teaching about the Kingdom of God for all people.  Jesus could have used 

different and more powerful images in his parables, yet he uses what is normal and common at the time.   

 

     Jesus Christ is using small items that will get big when he talks about the Kingdom.  He says the Kingdom of 

God (Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43) is like:  a woman baking bread, a mustard seed that is sown in the field, and it 

grows like a tree that birds land in, a treasure found in a field and the man is filled with joy, a merchant who 

found a pearl, and sold everything just for that pearl, a fisherman that yielded a great net of fish, and sorted 

through throwing out the bad.  He told of a sower, who planted all his good seed, and the enemy came by to 

plant weeds, and the help wanted to pull the weed but the whole plant would be ruined.  Those weeds always 

hurt a garden. So they let it grow together and sorted it later.   The disciples at the time were listening to Jesus 

Christ and asked Jesus to explain the parable.   

 

     He doesn’t chastise them or even expect them to know and understand everything because he understands 

that their growth like ours will continue as we listen and hear what he is telling us. He will ask us to speak up 

against evil and listen to how he continues to walk with us, understand our problems, fears and shortcomings.  

Furthermore, we find it easy to pick out the weeds, thinking that the other person is the weed with blame and 

disrespect.  Maybe we are both on any given day.   We believe that we are both saint and sinner at the same 

time.  Therefore, we walk carefully, aware of what we can do for ourselves to prevent evil and do good for the 

kingdom, and proclaim and act as an example for others.  

  

     All of us sin and fall short, yet we continue to be the light in the darkness.  Jesus Christ is the light of the 

world and when we follow him, when we try our best to listen and learn from him, we bring light to others.  We 

don’t need to even use words.  We strive, not alone but with the help of the Holy Spirit, to “Shine like the sun in 

the kingdom of their Father (Matthew 13:43a).”  We choose a life of ordinary in our lives and listen to the 

extraordinary with the help of the Spirit.  We work with each other to overcome evil with good and love over 

hatred.  

  

     Especially overcome hatred with good.  Chicago Pastor Jonathon Brooks points out that you do not go into a 

dark room to turn on the dark, instead you turn on the light. We don’t need more dark.  We need more light.  

 

     How will you turn on the light in your ordinary, yet extraordinary world today?  How will the light you have 

received be spread to others?  

  

When chaos and heartache are in the room, don’t turn more of it on.  Spread the light of the world with the love 

of Jesus Christ.  Even a little bit of yeast, I mean light, can go a long way.   
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the wheat and the 

weeds Jesus suggests that both grow together until the harvest. With Paul, we long for the 

day that all creation will be set free from bondage and suffering. Having both weeds and 

wheat within us, we humbly place our hope in the promises of God, and from the Lord’s 

table we go forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy. 

Welcome 

Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose faithfulness endures from 

generation to generation. 

C: Amen. 

L: Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 

 Silence is kept for reflection. 

L: Reconciling God, 

C: we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in our lives.  We place 

our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts.  We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 

We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.  We fear difference and do not welcome others 

as you have welcomed us.  We sin in thought, word, and deed.  By your grace, forgive us; through your 

love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in newness of life.  Amen. 

L: Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 

through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.  Our sins are forgiven.  Let us live now in hope.  For hope 

does not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

Song-  “When Morning Gilds the Skies”   Red Worship Book 853 

 

Greeting         Red Worship Book pg. 203 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you.      
  

Kyrie                   Red Worship Book pg. 203 

C: Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer.  We come to hear your living word; it saves us 

from despair.   

Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin.  Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life 

may begin.   

Have mercy on us, Lord, make sin and shame depart.  Renew us with your saving pow’r; create in us new 

hearts! 
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Canticle of Praise       Red Worship Book pg. 204 

C: Come, let us join our cheerful songs with angels round the throne; ten thousand thousand are their 

tongues, but all their joys are one. 

“Worthy the Lamb that died,” they cry, “to be exalted thus!” “Worthy the Lamb,” our lips reply, “for he 

was slain for us!” 

Jesus is worthy to receive honor and pow’r divine; and blessings, more than we can give, be, Lord, 

forever thine. 

Let all creation join in one to bless the sacred name of God who sits upon the throne, and to adore the 

Lamb. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

L: Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and compassion. By your Spirit 

nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

There are no other gods besides God: the word of the LORD does not fail to come to pass. We can 

trust in God, through whom Israel—and we—are redeemed. 

First Reading: Isaiah 44:6-8 
6
Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: I am the first and I am the last; 

besides me there is no god. 
7
Who is like me? Let them proclaim it, let them declare and set it forth before me.  Who has announced from of 

old the things to come?  Let them tell us what is yet to be. 
8
Do not fear, or be afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it?  You are my witnesses!  Is there any 

god besides me?  There is no other rock; I know not one. 
 

Psalm 86:11-17 

L: Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk in your truth; 

C: give me an undivided heart to revere your name. 

L: I will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart, 

C: and glorify your name for-evermore.  

L: For great is your love toward me; 

C: you have delivered me from the pit of death. 

L: The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent people seeks my life; 

C: they have not set you before their eyes. 

L: But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion, 

C: slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth. 

L: Turn to me and have mercy on me; 

C: give your strength to your servant, and save the child of your handmaid. 

L: Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be put to shame; 

C: because you, LORD, have helped me and comforted me.  
 

For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which enables us to 

pray as God’s children, keeps us in solidarity with creation, and gives us unseen hope that God will 

liberate us and creation from bondage to death and decay.  

 Second Lesson: Romans 8:12-25 
12

So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh—
13

for if you live 

according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 



14
For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 

15
For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall 

back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 
16

it is that very Spirit 

bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 
17

and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint 

heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. 

  
18

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be 

revealed to us. 
19

For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; 
20

for the 

creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 
21

that 

the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the 

children of God. 
22

We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 
23

and not only 

the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, 

the redemption of our bodies. 
24

For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes 

for what is seen? 
25

But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
 

 Gospel Acclamation       Red Worship Book pg. 205 

C: Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word.  Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our 

hearts are stirred.  Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring. 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. (spoken)     Red Worship Book pg. 206 

Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s judgment will 

remove all evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of human history.  

Gospel: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
24

[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who 

sowed good seed in his field;
25

but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the 

wheat, and then went away. 
26

So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 
27

And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? 

Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 
28

He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, 

‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 
29

But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would 

uproot the wheat along with them. 
30

Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will 

tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my 

barn.’ ” 

  
36

Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, “Explain to us 

the parable of the weeds of the field.” 
37

He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 
38

the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil 

one, 
39

and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 
40

Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 
41

The Son of Man 

will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
42

and they will 

throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
43

Then the righteous will 

shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!” 

”The Gospel of Our Lord 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. (spoken)     Red Worship Book pg. 206 
  

Sermon            Pastor Brenda Wicklund 

Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our Father and Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ 

and the Advocate that walks with us.  Amen. 

 

     On a vacation a few years ago some of my siblings started talking about old times and my children were 

there too.  We began with wonderful stories and laughed a lot.  Then the stories took a turn and we started 

talking about the hard times and it turned out they were talking about something my kids really didn’t know 



anything about.  It surprised them and it was hard for them to hear and harder for me.  One of my daughters 

said, “I didn’t know anything about that mom.  Why don’t you talk about it?”  I said, “Because I didn’t want to, 

I don’t like to talk about it.  It is hard.” 

     How would you describe King David’s life?  Concisely, how would you describe the life of King David?  

Certainly a faithful servant of God that worshiped God and walked with him all the time.  He was anointed king 

after King Saul made some bad choices and he was successful in many things.  All of the Psalms are attributed 

to him and he had many wives, children and riches.  He tried to walk in justice and trusted in God.  Yet, he 

made some choices that were not especially stellar with Bathsheba and fast forward, because of that King David 

and Bathsheba’s son has become the new King.     

     King Solomon at the time of this writing was trying to walk and worship in the way of his father and was 

building the temple of God.  The Lord appeared to him in Gibeon in a dream and said, “Ask for whatever you 

want me to give you (I Kings 3: 5).”  Solomon, a young boy, answered, “You have shown great kindness to 

your servant my father did because he was faithful to you and righteous and upright in heart. So give your 

servant a discerning heart to govern your people, and to distinguish between right and wrong. For who is to 

govern this great people of yours? (1 Kings: 3:9)” 

     He wants to have a discerning heart to govern and know what is right from wrong.  God was pleased with his 

request.  Just like Adam and Eve in Genesis Chapter 3 when they are expelled from the garden.  They now 

know right from wrong, “See the man has become like one of us knowing good from evil (Genesis 3: 22a).”  

Knowing good from evil is an asset and God says, “Since you have asked for this and not for long life or wealth 

for yourself not have asked for the death of your enemies, but for discernment in administering justice, I will 

give you what you asked (I kings 3:11).”  Actually in the Hebrew, it reads, “You have asked for understanding 

in justice.”  God says I will do what you have asked, and on top of that you will receive everything you did not 

ask for; now continue to walk in my ways. 

     Right and wrong, good and evil.  These are hard things to take on ourselves on any given day.  We know 

right from wrong, and even if we do, we still may do the things that are wrong.  Wisdom and knowledge begs 

us to learn more and act on what we know is right to do.  Hearing justice is not easy.  Our perceiving and 

listening is not easy either no one wants to hear the hard stories and learn because it is hard to hear about 

injustice and pain from any part of our lives and our community. 

     Yet, we are a part of this great world that God has created.  We as followers of God and Jesus Christ need to 

be present and listen to discern between good and evil.  We have the ability to see good and evil, and make the 

right choice, yet sometimes as good as our intensions are and we fall short.  So we beg forgiveness and follow 

even the hard part to change our hearts and understand justice issues. 

     Thanks be to God, he sent his Son Jesus Christ, who taught, preached, healed, fed and loved everyone.  The 

entire world is in on this plan for all people to receive his great grace, have love, and justice.  When he taught in 

parables like our Matthew text taught, he did not take lofty buildings or those from the rich, he talked of yeast, 

seeds, fishing, and treasures in a farmer’s field, and begged his disciples and listeners at the time to choose good 

over evil, and walk righteously and with justice.   He forgave sins which got him in big trouble.  So they plotted 

and killed him but not before he had his teaching and words that spread like wildfire.  He suffered on the cross 

but overcame death.  He lives and we will live. 

     Now the hard part for us.  We pray for understanding so that we might hear justice.  We may have to change 

some of the normal parts of our lives that have hurt others and God.  King Solomon will have to hear his stories 

of the good from his family and seek justice for the ones that are hard to hear.  We all may do that in one way or 

another as this is part of our lives.  Especially our lives as we trust in God and follow his lead.  Love and honor 

God, and love and honor everyone.   

     Thanks be to God our Father, who loved us, each and every one of us, so that we might have an abundant life 

here on earth with all our neighbors, and into eternity.   Amen.    



 

Song-  “Put On Love”      HOD  
 

Nicene Creed         Red Worship Book pg. 104 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 

unseen. 

     We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 

God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

Mary and became truly human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 

and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and 

the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

     We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 

sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 

Offering Prayer 

L: God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.  Water and 

word, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace.  Nourish us through these gifts, that we might 

proclaim your steadfast love in our communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our 

song. 

C: Amen 
 

Prayers of Intercession 

L: Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in 

need. 

A brief silence 

L: God of the harvest, you sow the good seed of the gospel of Jesus Christ into your field. Help your church 

throughout the world to be both diligent and patient, full of resolve and gentleness, that our witness may be 

faithful to your intentions. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

L: God of all space and time, your whole creation groans in labor pains, awaiting the gift of new birth. Renew 

the earth, sky, and sea, so that all your creation experiences freedom from the bondage of decay. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

L: God of the nations, teach us your ways, that we may walk in your truth. Mend the fabric of the human 

family, now torn apart by our fearful and warring ways. Guide us by your mercy, grace, and steadfast love. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

L: God of hope, you accompany those who suffer and are near to the brokenhearted. Open our hearts to your 

children who are lonely and abandoned, who feel trapped by despair, and all who suffer in any way. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

L: God of the seasons, in the midst of summer, give us refreshment, renewal, and new opportunities. We pray 

for the safety of those who travel. We pray for those who cannot take the rest they need. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 



L: God of life, those who have died in you shine like the sun in your endless kingdom. We remember with 

thanksgiving the saints of all times and places and saints close to us. Gather us with them on the day of 

salvation. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

L: In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

Words of Institution 

   In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

   Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance 

of me. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer          Red Worship Book pg. 208 

   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will  

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

    Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those     

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

    For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.  
 

Song-   “For the Fruit of All Creation”  Red Worship Book 679 
        

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Christ is with you.     

Thanks be to God.       

the worship is ended … let the service begin... 

 

Prayer Concerns ~ (Names will be on for one month unless requested longer.) 
Kay Conway, George and Joan Wells(brother/sister-in-law of Gary and Gail Wells),  

Eric Mettling (deployed for service), Gracie Edin, Kyalani Robbins, Jessica Lindahl, 

Rebecca Karp (Marina Vork’s niece), David Stephenson and Annetta Eberlein (brother and 

sister-in-law of Kevin Stephenson), Carol Bostrom, Leigha Ness (Pastor Brenda’s great- 

        niece), and Barbara Ekberg (sister of Loretta Sprado.)  

 

 

You have 4 options for Sunday Worship Services: 
 

1. In-person Worship in the Sanctuary at 9:30 am.    

2. “Live” at 9:30 am on Facebook (firstlutheranhinckleyelca) or watch later on 

Facebook. 

3. “Live” 9:30 am on YouTube (goggle First Lutheran Church Hinckley, MN) 

then play or watch it on our webpage (flchinckley.org) under events, YouTube. 

4.  You can come to the Church parking lot at 9:30 am, sit in your car, tune 

into 90.7 FM on your radio and listen to the Service live. 

Please feel free to choose any of the following options. 
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