
                                                                                                               

First Edition                                                                                                                                               

DECEMBER 2020 
 

“We are called by God to grow in faith together, sharing Christ’s love with each other and our 

community” 

 
John 1:1 

In the Beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,  

and the Word was God.   

     Our Christmas traditions and the Birth of Jesus Christ is such a special time of year.  I think about Mary and 

Joseph and how different and chaotic it was for them, engaged to be married before the Angel came and 

changed their whole life up.  I think about Mary and Joseph on the road with their child growing and almost 

ready to enter this world, and no place to sleep as their life changed when they had to hit the road.  Not a good 

time for that to happen.  It does not seem fair.  All the things they thought would be just normal changed.  How 

about when the innkeeper said, no room for you here, how Joseph must have felt when he could not provide, at 

this special and holy time.  Mary without her mother and family to help and comfort because they needed to go 

and make it count.  Feeling alone.   Empire needed them to travel and they obeyed, no matter how hard it would 

be for them.   

     They found a place to stay in a barn.  Not the ideal but full of gratitude I am sure.  Yet, in a stable, with the 

smell of hay and the quiet between the birth pangs.  I have to believe they continued to trust God and pray for 

mercy and help, yet they might have been discouraged.  They may have wondered, why me?  They may have 

thought are we going to get through this anytime soon?  

     Of course, they did get through it and it was a blessing.  This story is an amazing story of the Incarnation, 

God coming to earth in the baby Jesus, in the midst of chaos and despair God keeps his promises and salvation 

has come.  Not the typical way, yet the one that we trust and believe to be true.   

     God is in control.  Our Advent and Christmas are so different this year in many ways, yet this change will 

definitely work out, we will continue to celebrate his birth.  Much of what we have done every year can still 

happen.  Making cookies with your family and decorating the tree.  Opening your Bible and reading the story.  

Remembering the past Christmas and how special they were and start making some new memories.   

     We have been taping live Worship at 9:30 on Sunday mornings and will continue.   No In-Gathering worship 

at this time.  You may listen on YouTube, Facebook live and in the parking lot on the radio transmitter to 90.7.  

We will continue to print the bulletin and sermon weekly.  You might as a family have different people read 

different parts, even my sermon.  Maybe we have some budding preachers in our midst!   

     We will post a Holden Evening Prayer on YouTube, Facebook, and the webpage for our Advent, or anytime, 

and in print with meditation that you may tune into any time you would like.  The words to follow along are in 

the bulletin.  Thanks to Donna Martin for printing for our convenience.  

      On December 24, Christmas Eve we will have a pre-taped Christmas service to worship with First Lutheran 

Church and your family and sing to your hearts content, whenever worship works for you and your family.    

Make sure you have your candles ready for Silent Night.  If you would like to stop into the church as we have 

some candles you may have and/or a Pre-Packaged Holy Communion Packet if you would like.  We will send a 

link and post for your convenience.   

     Our Christmas program will look differently this year as well.  Young, old or in-between are invited to film 

wishes and participate by filming yourself and/or family, and sending the clip to Kathy Thompson 651-775-

3743.  If you would like some ideas for your family or kids, contact Mindy Johnson and she will give you some 

direction.  You will find this posted on December 27, 2020 at 9:30. No parking lot radio transmitted on this day.   



 
Prayer Concerns ~ (Names will be on for one month 

unless requested longer.)  Mark Stalberger (son-in-law of 

Joyce Seegebarth’s niece), Cheryl Eolles (niece of Mary 

Jabe), Colton Thompson (grandson of Dale and Kathy 

Thompson), Earl Johnson (father of Tim Johnson), Peter 

Thorvig, Kay Conway, George and Joan Wells 

(brother/sister-in-law of Gary and Gail Wells), Eric Mettling 

(deployed for service), Jessica Lindahl, Carol Bostrom, 

Leigha Ness (Pastor Brenda’s great-niece), and Barbara 

Ekberg (sister of Loretta Sprado.) 
  

 

For our members in care facilities ~  

Ruta Kalnins, Nancy Nelson, Freida Pfahl,  

Dorothy Svendsen and Max Tatting. 
 

 For firefighters, EMT’s, those who serve to protect 

Policemen and women and military.  For world peace.   

 For our companion synods.   

For our missionaries: Jacqueline and Patrick Bencke. 

 

     We wait in the now and the not yet of Advent.  We worship the King.  We trust in God no matter what goes 

on around us and what has changed. God and His Son, Jesus Christ has got us covered.  

Living In the Light, 

 Pastor Brenda   

The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  

John 1: 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

12/2 Carolyn Slater 

12/5 Piper DeRungs 

 Kayde Alastor/Samuelson- 

 McCormick 

 Judy Smith 

 Tom Strauch 

 Noah Zamora 

12/7 Wally Guptill 

12/8 Cassie Gorsegner 

12/9 Christopher Steinke 

12/10 Tim Johnson 

 Susan Ohnstad 

12/12 Lana Jensen 

 Devon Mulder 

12/13 Samantha Leger 

12/16 Rick Dunkley 

 Dirk Nelson 

12/17 Jeannette Perua 

 Max Tatting 

12/18 Bella Mettling 

12/19 Mark Maser 

12/21 Brydan Hendrix 

12/22 Jill Bonn 

12/23 Cody Klein 

 Betty Reiter 

12/25 Our Lord Jesus! 

 Nicole VanGunst 

12/26    Jan Lewis 

12/27 Jesse Haugen 

12/29 David Maser 

12/31 Landon Leger 
 

 Octogenarians-Please let us know if 

there are any corrections or additions. 

Thank You! 

  
 

The Noisy offering 

for 

Sunday, December 

6th 

proceeds go to 

Our Missionaries 

The Bencke’s 
 

 

Women’s Bible Study’s 

ongoing mission project. 

 

We ask members to join us 

and bring a socks during the 

month of December for 

homeless packets.  Please put 

them in the basket marked 

“Homeless Packets” in the 

cabinet in Narthex.   

Thank You. 

 



 

 

Baptized at our font on November 1st was Quinn Presley 
Hagman, daughter of Alex and Ashlee Hagman.  Her 
sponsors were Whitney Leger and Alex Leger.  Her 
congregational sponsor was Pastor Brenda Wicklund.    

We welcome Quinn into the family of God at First 
Lutheran. 

 
  
 We express our Christian sympathy to the familes of John Jabe 

(husband of Mary Jabe) and Bette McCarthy (Pat McCarthy’s mom 

and Katie McCarthy’s grandma.)  May our God of hope and comfort 

surround these families with His love and give them peace that only 

He can give. 

 

 
 

The new 2021 Daily Texts are available from Ground 

Up Grace (formerly Mount Carmel Ministries). 

They are $10.00 each on a table in the Narthex.  

 

 

     
 

 The church Council has designated the 
Christmas and Thanksgiving Offerings to go 
toward the General Budget. 

 

 
 

The First Lutheran Church 
Annual meeting has 

Been temporarily 
Postponed until a later time. 

All officers will be provisional until we can vote.  
 



First Lutheran will be collecting Toys for Tots 
through Tuesday, December 15th! 

Help make Christmas a happy one for some 
child by your donation!   

Toys for Tots Box is in the Narthex for donations.  Thank You! 

 
 

     Now the holidays are approaching rapidly and the annual  
     FOOD & FUND DRIVE to give all families a Christmas meal   

     is underway.  Please join us in the effort to distribute         
                                          100 Christmas meals to our neighbors in need this season. 

 

To that end, each church is invited to concentrate on collecting one food item.   

  

We invite your church to lead your own Food & Fund Drive by  

Collecting: Box of Instant Potatoes and monetary donations  

to help purchases additional items for holiday meal.   

Please have them collected and here at the church by December 6th! 

Box is in the Narthex for your donation.  Thank You! 

 

 

      

Are you looking for something 
festive to add to your November 
and December holiday tradition?            
  Think no more! 
 

We need volunteers to be Bell Ringers at the Wal-Mart (outside) in 
Pine City? 

You must wear a mask, and maintain social distancing and it would 
be a 2 hour shift. 

If interested call Mary at 320-629-6953 and leave a message. 
 
 



With the rise of Covid cases in Pine county and 
Minnesota ALL 

In-gathering Worship, meetings, activities and 
gatherings, Bible studies, are postponed until 

further notice.    
We will be recording live at 9:30 am for  

Face Book, 90.7 FM on your radio if in Church parking lot or watch 
on YouTube or the webpage. 

 

Good Gifts/Giving and 

Mitten Tree 
To help those in need during this 

season of Advent 
      

You can help in two ways. 
 

1. Donate to fight world hunger and transform lives by purchasing an ELCA Good Gift     

   ornament from the Giving Tree.   
 

 a. Pick out your ornament, put your money or check (made out to FLC and in memo line 

 mark “World Hunger”) in the World Hunger envelope, and place it in the safe in the 

 narthex or mail it in and take your ornament with you.  

OR 
    2.  Donate to provide warmth to those in need locally by placing hats, mittens, and scarves on 

the Giving Tree.  

 

Change Lives this Christmas. 

 
Senior Dining Frozen Meal Expansion Project Pop-Up Site for Meal 

Pick-Up December 

 

Catholic Charities Senior Dining is offering seniors in central Minnesota access to additional 

food support.  Healthy frozen meals are packaged in oven and microwave safe containers and 

handed out via a no-contact drive-through.  You must be 60+ years and fill out an annual registration form to 

participate.  Meal quantities are available from 10 to 30 per month.  There is no cost, but donations are 

accepted.  Meals will be distributed at the following locations during December. 

 

Kanabec County- December 1
st
 from Noon-1 pm Mora Food Pantry 

214 Railroad Ave. NW Suite 2, Mora 

Pine County- December 4
th

 from 10-11:30 am at Hinckley Community Center 

198 Dunn Ave. No. #100, Hinckley 

Pine County- December 15
th

 from 1-3 pm at Askov Community Church 

6369 Kobmagergade, Askov 
 

These meals are being funded in part by Central MN Council on Aging & Minnesota Board on Aging. 



All your children shall be taught by the LORD, and great shall be the peace of your 

children.     Isaiah 54:13 
 
 

CAMP SYNOD JOURNEY 2021                                         Schedule Overview 

           Sunday, June 27, 2021: 

High school youth and their adult leaders are invited to participate in Camp SJ, Begin with Lunch 

 a 3-day camp to culminate the year of learning. If it is safe to gather next   Group Builders 

summer (based on CDC and government guidelines), we will partner with our Leadership Training 

 synod outdoor ministries to worship, learn, grow, and play together at   Free Time and Camp Games 

Camp Onomia, Luther Crest Bible Camp and Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry.  Campfire Worship 

The focus will be on faith formation, leadership development and creating a  Small Group Time 

plan to put in place when you return to your congregation.    Meals Included  

            Monday, June 28, 2021: 

Dates:    June 27-29, 2021.        Small Group Bible Study 

Cost:      $50 per person.        Leadership Training 

Ages:      Youth in grades 8-12 in fall 2020.     Congregation Group 

                 Adult leaders must be at least 21 years old at time of event.   Planning 

           Campfire Worship 

Please text Mindy at 320-469-3774 for question and to sign up if you are   Free Time and Camp Game 

interested.           Meals Included    

                      Tuesday, June 29, 2021: 

If camp is cancelled due to COVID all money will be refunded   Small Group Bible Study 

           Leadership Training 

           Congregation Group 
           Planning 

            Closing Worship   

                      End with Lunch 

 

Thank you for the continued support of our Drive thru FiA activities and for continuing to grow your faith at home using 

the tools we are providing.  As we focus on gratitude this month, I am definitely thankful for our wonderful church 

family and especially my church kids.  
 

Faith in Action: We will have Drive thru FiA on December 9th to pass out advent kits and Christmas program kits and 

costumes (program participation is optional, so please let me know if you are interested.) I will be posting more info on 

the Faith in Action Facebook page.  In the kits passed out for Thanksgiving, there are advent resources and activities, so 

please remember Advent starts the Sunday, November 29
th.  

 

Faith in Action service project for December will be to fill our neighbors, loved ones and church family’s mailboxes full 

of Christmas cards – kits for this will be in your FiA kit for December.  
 

November service projects – packed boxes for operation Christmas Child (thank you for the donations for this project) 

Homeless care kits were packed with essential supplies, snacks and a face mask and more backpacks were packed for 

Lutheran world relief. January service project will be back packs for kids in foster care (a list of what is needed will be in 

bulletin.)  
 

We are working hard to share the Joy and the light of Christmas to our community this year and one way we’ll do 

that is with a small outdoor walk by Nativity.  More details on this will be outside soon (every time details are 

made, guidelines are changed, so please bear with us.)  

 

Advent readings – please log in daily to our church Facebook page to hear the advent devotions from the members 

of our church family. This will be a great way to see the faces of our church family that we miss so much right now. 

http://www.pngall.com/christian-cross-png
http://www.pngall.com/christian-cross-png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


       

           DECEMBER 2020 
**Subject to Change** 

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT 

MASKS REQUIRED AT CHURCH 
 

  

 

 

 
 

1   

NO 

Women’s    

Bible 

Study 

 

2    NO Library 

Holden 

Evening Prayer 

on Face Book, 

YouTube and 

webpage. 
 

3 

NO Men’s 

Text Study 
 

 

4 5 

6   9:30 am Live 

Facebook/YouTube 

Worship or tune to 

90.7 FM in your car 

radio in Church 

parking lot 

Noisy Offering 

-Our Missionaries: 

Benckes 
 

7 

 

 

8     
9 am        

Pastor’s Kettle 

River Pastor’s 

Zoom  mtg. 
 

NO 

Women’s    

Bible Study 

9 

  Drive-thru  

Faith in Action 
 

Holden 

Evening Prayer 

on Face Book, 

YouTube and 

webpage 

 

10 

 

NO Men’s 

Text Study 

 

 

 

11 

 

 

 

12 

 

 

13  9:30 am  Live 

Facebook/YouTube 

Worship or tune to 

90.7 FM in your car 

radio in Church 

parking lot. 
 

14  

 

No Women’s 

Romans Bible 

Study 

15 

 

NO Women’s 

Bible Study 

16 

Holden 

Evening Prayer 

on Face Book, 

YouTube and 

webpage 

7 pm Church 

Council Zoom 

 

17 

NO Men’s 

Text Study 
 

January 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

18 

 
 

 

19 

20   

9:30 am Live 

Facebook/YouTube 

Worship or tune to  

90.7 FM on your car 

radio in Church 

parking lot.  
 

21 

 

 

22 

 

NO Women’s 

Bible Study 

23 

Holden 

Evening Prayer 

on Face Book, 

YouTube and 

webpage 

24 

Christmas 

Eve Worship 

on   

Face Book, 

You Tube 

and webpage 
     
 

 

25 

Nativity of  

 Our Lord 

Christmas 

Day 

 

Office 

Closed 

26 

27   

9:30 am  Prerecorded 

Facebook/YouTube 

Worship . 

 

 

 
 

28 29 

 

NO  

Women’s 

Bible Study 

30 

 

 

31 

 

 

  

 

 

Dennis, Ron and possible a few others from the church will 
put up the trees this year, due to COVID-19. 



CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 
You are invited to make contributions toward the Christmas poinsettias to grace 

our sanctuary during the Christmas season. 
 

We must have all donations by Sunday, December 6th.  Each plant is $14.00 
 

You are also invited to share your Christmas poinsettia from home if you wish.  
Please have your plant at the church by 9 am Friday, December 18th.   It’s a good idea to mark your 

plant with your name so you are sure to get your same plant home with you.   
 

Information for the Christmas bulletin will be taken from this form.  Please complete and be sure to 
list the exact information you wish to have appear in the bulletin.  Thank you. 

 

**Please return this to the office or offering plate by Sunday, December 6th** 
 

______  I will bring a Christmas plant for the Sanctuary 

______  I wish to purchase a plant   

______ In loving memory of ________________________________________________________ 

______In loving honor of___________________________________________________________ 

From:  _____________________________________________ 
 

Drop your check to First Lutheran Church into the offering plate and be sure to mark it “POINSETTIAS– Altar 

Guild” on the memo line.  Thank you!! 
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