
8 
Let me hear what God the Lord will speak, for he will speak peace to his people, to his 

faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts. 
9
 Surely his salvation is at hand for those 

who fear him, that his glory may dwell in our land. 

Psalm 85: 8-9 
 

      My mantra as we go forward each day in hope and joy reminds me of Psalm 85 and the Psalmists words.  

We reflect on ourselves that the Psalms were sung in worship for people of God.  The beginning of Psalm 85 

finds us in the midst of people that once again need to be saved by God, once again are in crisis, and once again 

need to hear about the steadfast love as their prayers rise up to the one that grants love and peace. 

     The worship leader in verses 8-13 grants all the people in the time of crisis, assurance.  He or she grants 

them a word from God with a prayer rising up knowing that God will hear and once again He will be there for 

all of them.  This act of prayer reminds them and all of us of God’s righteousness and steadfast love.  A 

proclamation of salvation and peace when we leave our worries with God, knowing he will sustain us.  

     Shalom is much more than the absence of war or conflict. It is a sense of wellbeing. That kind of wholeness 

is centered on a life in the presence of God with which the psalm concludes.  Psalm 85 thus models for the 

community the act of prayer in a time of crisis and the celebration of salvation articulated in the promises of 

verses 8-13. Such salvation can only come from the God who is present to bless and who comes to deliver.  W. 

H. Bellinger 

     As stated above, peace is more than just no warring.  It is a sense of wellbeing for each of us.  Provided by 

God as stated in this Psalm and through our Savior Jesus Christ who numerous times says, “Peace be with you.  

Do not be afraid.” 

     Repeat this promise from God and Jesus Christ and allow the Holy Spirit to lead and guide you in those big 

times of conflict and in the hope and joy of each day.  Once again I am so grateful for your prayers, support and 

trust that you give to further the Mission of Jesus Christ at First Lutheran Church.  Much feedback has be 

received in thankfulness for the many ways we are bringing “Church Worship” to you.  Thank you to Reverend 

Jack Koch for preaching on July 26
th

 and in advance to Rick Dunkley and Wendy Reamer this month so that I 

might take some Sabbath.  It is much appreciated. Thank you for your prayers.  You will continue to be in mine.   
     

 In God’s Righteousness and Peace, 
 

Pastor Brenda Wicklund 

 

10 
Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness and peace will kiss each other. 

11 

Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, and righteousness will look down from the sky. 
12 

The Lord will give what is good, and our land will yield its increase. 
13 

Righteousness will 

go before him, and will make a path for his steps. 

Psalm 8: 10-13 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Pastor Brenda Wicklund 

August 9, 2020 

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
   

          OUR MISSION STATEMENT: 
  

“We are called by God to grow in faith together, sharing Christ’s love 
with each other and our community” 

__________________________________________________________________________ 



Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the sound of sheer 

silence. When the disciples face a great storm on the sea, they cry out with fear. Jesus says: 

“Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we gather to seek the calm 

presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In comforting words of scripture and in the 

refreshing bread and cup of the eucharist, God grants us peace and sends us forth to be a sign 

of God’s presence to others. 
 

Welcome 

Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose faithfulness endures from 

generation to generation. 

C: Amen. 

L: Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 

 Silence is kept for reflection. 

L: Reconciling God, 

C: we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your presence in our lives.  We place 

our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts.  We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 

We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.  We fear difference and do not welcome others 

as you have welcomed us.  We sin in thought, word, and deed.  By your grace, forgive us; through your 

love, renew us; and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in newness of life.  Amen. 

L: Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 

through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.  Our sins are forgiven.  Let us live now in hope.  For hope 

does not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

Song-  “Listen, God Is Calling”    Red Worship Book 513 

 

Greeting         Red Worship Book pg. 203 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you.      
  

Kyrie                   Red Worship Book pg. 203 

C: Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer.  We come to hear your living word; it saves us 

from despair.   

Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin.  Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life 

may begin.   

Have mercy on us, Lord, make sin and shame depart.  Renew us with your saving pow’r; create in us new 

hearts! 
  
Canticle of Praise       Red Worship Book pg. 204 

C: Come, let us join our cheerful songs with angels round the throne; ten thousand thousand are their 

tongues, but all their joys are one. 

“Worthy the Lamb that died,” they cry, “to be exalted thus!” “Worthy the Lamb,” our lips reply, “for he 

was slain for us!” 

Jesus is worthy to receive honor and pow’r divine; and blessings, more than we can give, be, Lord, 

forever thine. 

Let all creation join in one to bless the sacred name of God who sits upon the throne, and to adore the 

Lamb. 



 

Prayer of the Day 

L:  O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue your people from 

despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical signs of God’s presence —

earthquake, wind, and fire—Elijah now experienced God in “sheer silence.” God assured Elijah that 

he is not the only faithful believer. Seven thousand Israelites are still loyal. God instructed Elijah to 

anoint two men as kings and to anoint Elisha as his own successor.  

First Reading: I Kings 19:9-18 

 
9
At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave, and spent the night there.  

  Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 
10

He answered, “I have 

been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down 

your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it 

away.” 

  
11

He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by.” Now there 

was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the 

LORD was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake; 
12

and after 

the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. 
13

When Elijah 

heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came 

a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 
14

He answered, “I have been very zealous for the 

LORD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed 

your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 
15

Then the LORD 

said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael 

as king over Aram. 
16

Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha 

son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. 
17

Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu 

shall kill; and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 
18

Yet I will leave seven thousand in 

Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.” 
 

Psalm 85:8-13 

L: I will listen to what the LORD God is saying; 

C: for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their hearts to you. 

L: Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, 

C: that your glory may dwell in our land.   

L: Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; 

C: righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 

L: Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, 

C: and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 

L: The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, 

C: and our land will yield its increase. 

L: Righteousness shall go before the LORD 

C: and shall prepare for God a pathway.  
 

 Second Lesson: Daniel 3:16-28 
16

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to present a 

defense to you in this matter. 
17

If our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire 



and out of your hand, O king, let him deliver us. 
18

But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve 

your gods and we will not worship the golden statue that you have set up.” 
     19

Then Nebuchadnezzar was so filled with rage against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego that his face was 

distorted. He ordered the furnace heated up seven times more than was customary, 
20

and ordered some of the 

strongest guards in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and to throw them into the furnace of 

blazing fire. 
21

So the men were bound, still wearing their tunics, their trousers, their hats, and their other 

garments, and they were thrown into the furnace of blazing fire. 
22

Because the king’s command was urgent and 

the furnace was so overheated, the raging flames killed the men who lifted Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego. 
23

But the three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell down, bound, into the furnace of 

blazing fire. 
24

Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up quickly. He said to his counselors, “Was 

it not three men that we threw bound into the fire?” They answered the king, “True, O king.” 
25

He replied, “But 

I see four men unbound, walking in the middle of the fire, and they are not hurt; and the fourth has the 

appearance of a god.” 
26

Nebuchadnezzar then approached the door of the furnace of blazing fire and said, 

“Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!” So Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego came out from the fire. 
27

And the satraps, the prefects, the governors, and the king’s 

counselors gathered together and saw that the fire had not had any power over the bodies of those men; the hair 

of their heads was not singed, their tunics were not harmed, and not even the smell of fire came from them. 
    28

Nebuchadnezzar said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who has sent his angel 

and delivered his servants who trusted in him. They disobeyed the king’s command and yielded up their bodies 

rather than serve and worship any god except their own God. 
 

 Gospel Acclamation       Red Worship Book pg. 205 

C: Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word.  Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our 

hearts are stirred.  Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring. 

 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. (spoken)     Red Worship Book pg. 206 

Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith,” who fail despite their 

best intentions. In this story, Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the disciples when they are in 

trouble and sustains them in their time of fear and doubt. 

Gospel: Matthew 14:22-33 
22

[Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the Sea of Galilee], while he 

dismissed the crowds.
23

And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. 

When evening came, he was there alone, 
24

but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the 

land, for the wind was against them. 
25

And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 
26

But 

when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in 

fear. 
27

But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 

  
28

Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 
29

He said, “Come.” So 

Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 
30

But when he noticed the strong 

wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 
31

Jesus immediately reached 

out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 
32

When they got into the 

boat, the wind ceased. 
33

And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

”The Gospel of Our Lord 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. (spoken)     Red Worship Book pg. 206 
  

Sermon         Rick Dunkley   

     This past week, our lesson came from Matthew 14:13-21 where we witnessed the miracle of 

Jesus feeding 5,000 men (not including women and children). The disciples had the opportunity 



to see Him turn 5 loaves of bread and 2 fish into a meal that provided enough food to feed 

everyone and have 12 baskets of leftovers. In todayś Gospel lesson, starting in verse 22, we 

read that immediately after, He makes the disciples get into the boat to head for the other side. 

His plan was to dismiss the crowd, who also had witnessed this miracle, and implies that he 

plans to hike around and meet them at their destination near Gennesaret. After seeing this 

miracle, would you or I have questioned him? Lord, are you sure that you want to walk that far. 

Wow, it certainly would be easier to hop in with us and take the straight line path. Today, I would 

have pulled up Google Earth on my phone and mentioned that crossing on the lake would be 

this many miles and a hike would be this many more. Not to mention that I’ll drive the boat over 

so you can get some rest before the next crowd mobs you. 

     Later in the chapter, we read that the boat was a considerable distance from shore, buffeted by 

waves because the wind was against it. To me that seems more pleasant than it probably was. 

I took time to look up the word buffeted and found a better word for me to understand what they 

were actually dealing with and that was battered. Have you ever been in a boat during a 

storm? If not, have you hid inside your home or pulled your car over when a storm hit to watch 

or feel the wind batter your house or car. When something like this happens to me, I seem to 

recall the miniscule details, no matter how long ago it may have happened. My story goes 

something like this .... (You can hear it Sunday or on Facebook as time permits). 

     In confirmation, I would tell kids to try to put yourselves in these situations. Not as if it were 

today, but like it was then. One example I gave back 10 or more years ago was about 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego from Daniel 3:16-28. King Nebuchadnezzar had a statute 

built in his image for all to bow down to and everyone did except these 3 men. Their 

punishment was to be cast into a furnace heated 7 times hotter than normal. I talked about fires 

out west that I had fought and how scary those were. Being tossed into a furnace would be 

beyond my comprehension. In our discussion, it was beyond theirs as well and trying to put 

themselves in these menś sandals was impossible. We probably would have bowed. I was 

terrified by the predicament my Dad and I were in on Mille Lacs Lake that day and can recall 

many of the tiny details as the storm hit and we headed for shore. 

     Writing this sermon put a chill down my spine to think of what it would have been like for me to 

step out of our boat in 6 - 7 foot waves. The group headed for Gennesaret was terrified thinking 

Jesus was a ghost. What would we have felt or thought in that moment? What if Jesus asked 

me to come as he did to Peter. I do not believe that at 10 years old or 52, that I would have had 

the faith to do it. On the ice, sure, huge waves, no way! Peter did get out of that boat and 

walked. To me that means he took several steps. If I had to put myself in that situation, what an 

unbelievable feeling it must have been but as soon as the wind picked up and a wave hit, his 

faith weakened. 

     Hebrewś 11:1 tells us that faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction (or belief) of 

things not seen. Letś step back to Shadrach, Meshach and Abednigoś story and itś the one 

thought that I would like each of you to take home today. Their answer to the king in verses 17 

and 18 was this - If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver 

us from it, and he will deliver us from your Majestyś hand. But even if he does not, we want you 

to know, your Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have 

set up. 

     Thatś faith! We believe that God will save us, but even if He does not, we still need to believe in 

Him. That concept in the raging storm was impossible for me to fathom as it was for Peter after 

a few steps. Letś pray that we can find the faith of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednigo when the 



storms of life hit our boat.  Amen 
 

Song-  “Praise, Praise You Are My Rock”    HOD  
 

Nicene Creed         Red Worship Book pg. 104 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 

unseen. 

     We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 

God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

Mary and became truly human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death 

and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and 

the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

     We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 

sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 

Offering Prayer 

L: God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.  Water and 

word, wine and bread: these are signs of your abundant grace.  Nourish us through these gifts, that we might 

proclaim your steadfast love in our communities and in the world, through Jesus Christ, our strength and our 

song. 

C: Amen 
 

Prayers of Intercession 

L: Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in 

need. 

(A brief silence.) 

L: For your whole church throughout the world. Give courage in the midst of storms, so that we see and hear 

Jesus calling: “Take heart, it is I: do not be afraid.” May we follow Christ wherever he leads. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

L: For the well-being of your creation. Protect waterways, forests, lands, and wildlife from exploitation and 

abuse. Help the human family endeavor to sustain and be sustained by the resources of your hand. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

L: For the nations and their leaders. In you, steadfast love and faithfulness meet, and righteousness and peace 

kiss. May nations in conflict know the peace that is the fruit of justice, and the justice that is the path to peace. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

L; For those in need. Everyone who calls upon your name will be saved. Accompany all who are lonely, hear 

the voices of those who cry out in anguish, and support those who are frustrated in their search for an affordable 

place to live. We pray for those suffering this day. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 



L: For our congregation. You have gathered us here today as your people and we thank you for this gift. We 

pray for those who are new to this community, for students and teachers preparing for a new school year, and 

for those struggling with unexpected hardship. Supply us generously with your grace for our life together. Lord, 

in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

L: We give you thanks, O God, for the saints of the whole church from all times and places, and for the saints in 

our lives and in our community whom you have gathered to yourself. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

L: In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to you; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

Words of Institution 

   In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

   Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance 

of me. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer          Red Worship Book pg. 208 

   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will  

be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

    Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those     

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

    For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.  
 

Song-   “My Life Flows on in Endless Song”  Red Worship Book 763 
        

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Christ is with you.      

Thanks be to God.       

the worship is ended … let the service begin... 

 

Prayer Concerns ~ (Names will be on for one month unless requested longer.) 

Peter Thorvig, Larry Lammers (brother-in-law of Elaine Garaghty), Kay Conway, George 

and Joan Wells (brother/sister-in-law of Gary and Gail Wells), Eric Mettling (deployed for 

service), Gracie Edin, Kyalani Robbins, Jessica Lindahl, Rebecca Karp (Marina Vork’s 

niece), David Stephenson and Annetta Eberlein (brother and sister-in-law of Kevin 

Stephenson), Carol Bostrom, Leigha Ness (Pastor Brenda’s great-niece), and Barbara Ekberg (sister of Loretta 

Sprado.)  
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ADOPT A MILITARY CHILD 

     "Toni Mettling's husband (Eric) was recently deployed. They have three young children at 

home, and with watching her kids go through separation anxiety with their dad being gone so 

long, she thought of all the other kids going through the same thing and came up with  

"Adopt a Military Child". 

     Toni has collected pictures of other military kids who are going through the same thing, and 

has attached information about each child on the back of their photo.  

     With "Adopt a Military Child", Toni thought it would be a great opportunity for us to come 

together and let these kids know that someone is always thinking of them. Whether it's sending a 

card/goodies to them on their birthday and major holiday, or just a quick note letting them know 

we are thinking of them." 

     If you are interested, their picture and information is on the “Youth Bulletin Board.”   

 


